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British Empire in India saw major transformations in the identities of its Indian subjects.
The growth of the modern state, the introduction of new systems of knowledge, the expansion of capitalist modes of production, and the spread of communications of all forms -railway, telegraph, post, pressmade possible the fashioning of all kinds of new identities at local, regional and supra-regional levels. One of the identities which developed most strikingly was the Muslim. Bengal; (9) there were the movements of Deoband and the Ahl-i
Hadith in the later nineteenth century;(10) and those of the Tablighi Jama`at and the Jama`at-i Islami in the twentieth. (11) Common to all these movements was an attack on all religious practices, which could be conceived of as having a Hindu element, and a concern to assert their understanding of `pure' Islamic practice. The records of India's learned and holy families speak of the passing of this spirit through the towns and villages of the land, of the debates that were held and of the compromises that were made to accommodate the new boundaries of acceptable `Islamic' behaviour. (12) Side by side with the attack on Hindu practices there was also an assault on all behaviour at saints' shrines which There is meanness in everything we do. Our ways are worse than those of the most base. Our forefathers' reputation has been eaten away by us. Our step makes our countrymen ashamed.
We have thrown away our ancestors' credit, and sunk the nobility of the Arabs. obligation. This said, India appears unusual in the extent to which these latter two processes were also underpinned by developments within Muslim society itself.
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